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Imagine having to break the law every 
morning just to get to school.

For thousands of Victorian students this is a 
reality. For students and their families who are 
facing financial difficulties, sometimes the train 
fare required to get to school is too expensive. 
A yearly student travel pass is $546, a cost that 
many cannot afford. 

This year Caulfield Park Community School 
(CPCS) is teaming up with Travellers Aid Australia 
to provide a creative education and fundraising 
toolkit that gives students the opportunity to 
support their peers and make a difference in 
their community whist learning about some of the 
challenges that exist for others.

The Travellers Aid Australia (TAA) Pathways 
to Education Program (Pathways) provides 
subsidised student travel passes for young 
people who attend secondary education 
in an alternative setting such as community 
schools and at tertiary institutions. Pathways is 
designed to break down the barrier of access 
to transport to attend a place of education and 
enable students to complete their secondary 
education, because we believe that all people 
have the right to an education.

The student travel pass is a crucial element 
for these young people to have access 
to education and feel connected to their 
communities. Most of the young people 
assisted through the program come from 
dysfunctional families and experience a high 
level of financial, social and educational 
disadvantage. Attending school on a regular 
basis empowers these young people and 
can have a long lasting effect on their future. 

Having a travel pass means that transport costs 
are no longer a barrier to their education and 
therefore these young people can overcome 
adverse circumstances and break the cycle of 
poverty and disadvantage. The student travel 
pass also enables these young people to travel 
to appointments, social and other events and 
connect with family and friends. Being able to 
be engaged and active in their communities not 
only enhances the individual’s well-being, but 
also has a positive impact on the communities 
in which they live..

The students at CPCS know these 
challenges all too well, and they are 
eager to inform their peers of the reality 
of their situation, not for sympathy, but 
to encourage their peers to support 
others in their education and to assist in 
raising funds for other students.
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Student quote #1

Student quote #2

“ My experience with transport in the past was a big 
trouble for me because I’m not the richest person. I always 
had to scab for change, asking people for money because I 
couldn’t support myself for public transport. It’s also always 
a struggle in the morning having to get up and finding 
change in the house or me having to ask my mum but then 
she doesn’t have anything for me either. ”

- Stewart 

“ Without a MYKI it is hard for most people to get to school 
and then back home. That’s why people don’t come to 
school most of the time because they don’t have a MYKI 
because they can’t afford it.  We would have to cut down 
on food and rent to get a MYKI for myself and my sister. ”

- Anna



TRAVELLERS AID AUSTRALIATRAVELLERS AID AUSTRALIA

Travellers Aid Australia is a not-for-
profit organisation and since 1916 we 
have supported people by providing 
simple, practical travel-related support 
that helps them travel independently 
and confidently, no matter what their 
background.

Through the Pathways to Education program 
we have assisted young students with tickets 
to attend school since 2004.  Our focus is 
on secondary school students who have 
disengaged from mainstream education and 
are at risk of disengaging from education 
altogether.  They usually attend education 
in an alternative setting that caters better for 
their individual needs such as community 
schools and this often means travelling long 
distances to school.  By providing the students 
with student travel passes we enable them 
to attend school on a regular basis without 
risking transport fines for fare evasion.  This 
provides the young people with an opportunity 
to complete their education and improve their 
employment prospects, thus enabling them to 
break the cycle of intergenerational poverty.

Our Pathways program has been running since 
2004 and has helped hundreds of Victorian 
students remain engaged in their education. 

Feedback from students show that:

• 70% would miss days or weeks of school 
which is detrimental to successfully 
completing school.  

• One in five students would leave school 
altogether if it was not for the assistance 
that Travellers Aid Australia provides.  

• More than half of the students would travel 
without a valid ticket risking significant 
transport fines and potential criminal record 
before they even finish school.

We have an ongoing waiting 
list of students who require 
our support however raising 
sufficient funds to meet 
demand is a challenge.



HOW YOU CAN HELP
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The students at Caulfield Park Community 
School have addressed the issue of travel 
disadvantage and identified its affect within 
their school and community.  They have 
compiled a series of creative materials such as 
songs, raps, poems and self expression writing 
about their experiences and have compiled 
these into this toolkit and related podcast.

We want to share this with you and invite you 
to review these in class with your students and 
consider how their lives might differ should 
they not have access to transport, whether it be 
public or private.  

Some key questions to consider: 

 > What would your biggest challenge be?

 > How would you feel?

 > How would you get to school or attend 
extra-curricular activities such as sport? 

 > How would you see your friends? 

 > What would you do each day?  

 > Who would you turn to for support? 

This is an everyday challenge that thousands of 
Victorian students face each day and you can 
help them overcome this.

We are asking your students to participate in 
fundraising activities to support their peers 
by sponsoring one or more students to 
travel to school.

By fundraising just $546 
your school could support a 
student for an entire year.

By undertaking these activities the students 
will develop a key understanding of the 
challenges faced by their peer group each 
day and how they have the power to assist 
someone in need.

In addition, by undertaking a fundraising 
activity your students will develop skills such 
as leadership, event management, financial 
planning, marketing and team work. Developing 
these skills will be a valuable asset to them in 
their future endeavours. 

In this pack you will find everything needed 
to make your fundraising a success including 
fundraising ideas, top tips, a poster and a 
fundraising planner.

Good luck with all of your plans and thank
you again for choosing to support us.

HOW YOU CAN HELP



FUNDRAISING TOOLKIT 

For an average class size of 24 students, 

you could support a Pathways student 

for an entire year by each student raising 

just $23.

Why not start by creating a fundraising page as 

a school, class or individual on Travellers Aid 

Australia’s online fundraising portal?  

This will make it easier to manage when asking 

your family and friends to support your activity.

Visit: www.travellersaid.org.au/student-fundraiser

Get sponsored to go a weekend 
without public or private transport to 
support those who go without every 
day (that means you’ll be walking, 
riding a bike, scooter, skateboard or 
even rollerblades!)

Showcase the talents in your 
community and organise a concert, 
talent show or a Battle of the Bands 
showcase.

Hold an auction by either contacting 
local companies to donate items or 
even auction off your own talents for 
the day.

Contact your local supermarket and 
ask if you could come in and assist 
shoppers with their packing for a 
donation.

Hold a sausage sizzle at your local 
Bunnings Warehouse  
www.bunnings.com.au/about-us/in-the-
community/local-community-support

Sell Cadbury chocolates, one box 
per student will raise $480.  
www.fundraising.com.au

Hold a car wash at school or in your 
local community.

Organise a sponsored activity such 
as a relay, walk, run, bike ride or 
even a sponsored silence.

Give it up – get sponsored to give 
up your favourite thing for a week 
e.g. chocolate or your daily coffee 
– you could even donate the money 
you save.

Get busy in the kitchen and organise 
a bake off competition.

Get the competitiveness flowing and 
organise a Quiz Night.

Organise a sponsored theme day at 
school e.g. free dress, crazy hair or 
pyjama day.

A few fundraising tools you can use:



TO P TI PSTO P TI PS

 > Plan, plan, plan – make sure you 
set clear realistic goals and give 
yourself plenty of time.   

 > Ask for help - ensure you have a 
reliable team to help you and keep 
everyone motivated and on track 
by using the action plan included in 
this pack. 

 > Set the date - think about the best 
date to have your event and try to 
avoid competing with other local and 
community activities. 

 > Get creative and have fun – find a 
way to fundraise doing something you 
love.  If you are struggling for an idea 
why not pick one of the ideas above. 

 > Money matters - set your fundraising 
target and use the Fundraising top-
up tally included in this pack to keep 
track of your progress. 

 > Budget - ensure to be clear on any 
expenses you’ll have and budget 
for these. 

 > Spread the word – get your friends 
and family involved, let people 
know what you are doing and why.  
You could use the poster included 
in this pack or use your creative 
skills to design and send out other 
promotional material. 

 > Contact the media – why not 
approach your local newspaper or 
radio station as they like to cover 
local community events, especially 
ones supporting a great cause. 

 > Stay safe – whatever activity you 
organise please make sure it is safe 
and legal. 

 > Debrief – after the event ensure you 
debrief with everyone involved, 

 > Record keeping - keep a record of any 
useful information such as key contacts, 
budget, successes and learning, as 
this will make it easier if you decide to 
organise the event again. 

 > Thank you, Danke, Merci, Gracias, 
Takk – please ensure you thank 
everyone involved in making your 
event a success.
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FUNDRAISING REGISTRATION FORMFUNDRAISING  REGISTRATION  FORM

Please visit: www.travellersaid.org.au/student-fundraiser

or fill in the form below and post back to us at:

Travellers Aid Australia 
City Village
Level 3
225 Bourke Street
Melbourne
VIC, 3000

About you:

Name of main contact:

Position at the school/organisation: 

Name of school/organisation:

Address:

Phone number:

Email:

Fundraising activity:

Name of activity:

Brief description of activity:

Proposed date or timeframe:

Do you require any additional support from Travellers Aid Australia?  

If yes please give a brief description:

* NOTE: While fundraising 
and organising events can 
be fun, there are financial 
and legal aspects that you 
need to consider ensuring 
that your good name, the 
charity’s reputation and 
the future success of your 
fundraising is not put at risk.



to do list: action plan:

calendar countdown:

FUNDRAISING PLANNER
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TOP-UP GOAL:

START!:

balance 1:  date:  amount:

balance 2:  date:  amount:

balance 3:  date:  amount:

balance 4:  date:  amount:

balance 5:  date:  amount:

balance 6:  date:  amount:

balance 7:  date:  amount:

balance 8:  date:  amount:

balance 9:  date:  amount:



www.travellersaid.org.au

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES TRACKER

EVENT/ACTIVITY NAME

$$$ RAISED

CONTACTS
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TASKS:
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RETURNING YOUR MONEY FORMRETURNING YOUR MONEY FORM

Please complete this form and enclose the money 
you have raised, send it back to us at:

Travellers Aid Australia
City Village
Level 3
225 Bourke Street
Melbourne
VIC, 3000

Name:

Address:

Telephone number:

Email:

School/group name:
 

I have enclosed a cheque(s) / postal money order for 

$......................................................................................

Signature ……..........................................………………………….

Please ensure all cheques are made payable to 

Travellers Aid Australia.
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CONTACT DETAILS

Travellers Aid Australia 

City Village, Level 3

225 Bourke Street

Melbourne VIC 3000

Phone (03) 9654 2600

Fax (03) 9654 1926

Email: info@travellersaid.org.au

For more information or to discuss ways 

that your school can get involved contact 

the Fundraising Team at Travellers Aid 

Australia on (03) 9654 2600 or email 

fundraising@travellersaid.org.au 

www.travellersaid.org.au

THANK YOU!


